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                            Triangle Area Chinese American Society (www.nctacas.org)
              2012 Chinese New Year Festival

Saturday, January 28, 2012   N.C. State Fairgrounds, Expo Center
Year of the Dragon

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Triangle Area Chinese American Society (TACAS), www.nctacas.org, is once again proud to present the Chinese New Year Festival at the NC State Fairgrounds on January 28, 2012, celebrating the year of the Dragon.  This marks the 8th consecutive year that TACAS will bring out the Chinese New Year celebration in a carnival style festival format open to the entire Triangle community.  Audiences have really enjoyed the authentic Chinese hospitality demonstrated by TACAS.
Attached is the 2012 Chinese New Year Festival Sponsorship and Vendor Package.  Thank you for your interest.  Welcome to all of our new participants and we appreciate your continued support if you have been a part of the Chinese New Year Festival before.  The generous sponsorship and participation of our local business community is a large part of what makes our festival so successful year after year.
Some key deadlines to keep in mind:  

Agreement forms due via email or mail


by December 26, 2011
TACAS menu approval for food booths


by December 31, 2011
All payments due





by December 31, 2011
Please note that these dates are firm unless otherwise approved by an authorized TACAS representative.

We look forward to having a wonderful event that we can all be proud of.  If you have any questions or wish to secure your spot promptly, feel free to email president@nctacas.org or lisachang@mindspring.com.

Sincerely, 

[image: image1.jpg]



Lisa I Chang

President

Triangle Area Chinese American Society 




TACAS is a non-profit, non-political organization that has promoted Chinese language and culture in the Triangle since 1979.  We have just celebrated our 30th anniversary.  More about our organization and activities can be found at www.nctacas.org. 
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Sponsorship and Vendor Package

The Triangle Area Chinese American Society (TACAS), www.nctacas.org, is once again proud to present the Chinese New Year Festival at the NC State Fairgrounds to celebrate the year of the Rabbit with the Triangle community.  This will be the 7th festival held in a carnival style format.  TACAS’s Chinese New Year Festival is always a well attended event, and annually, close to 6,000 attendees of both Chinese and non-Chinese heritage enjoy festivities that include more than 7 hours of stage shows, all-day interactive cultural exhibits, craft shops, and food sales.  Not even an event postponement of two months caused by an ice storm last year was able to dampen the enthusiasm!
This year’s Festival will be held at NC State Fairgrounds, Exposition Center, in Raleigh.  The event will open to the public from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday, January 28, 2012, with extra set-up time the day before.  The stage shows we are planning this year include vocal, dance, music, folk art, and theatrical performances such as Chinese Lion Dance, Dragon Dance, Ribbon Dance, Japanese Taiko drumming, Korean fan dance, Chinese instruments, Children’s Choir, Youth symphony, Bouncing Bulldogs, Chinese Yo-Yo, and many others. Children’s activities will include face painting, Chinese New Year crafts, and art and essay displays.  We welcome corporate sponsors, exhibitors, craft shops, and food booths.  Note the actual start of Chinese New Year this year will be on January 23, 2012.  We celebrate later to leverage the availability of the State Fairgrounds so that large crowds can participate over the weekend, and to allow our performance groups extra rehearsal time after the holiday break. 
Publicity for the Festival will go to local daily newspapers, TV stations, public radio, family monthly magazines, Chinese-speaking schools and churches, and public schools.  

Corporate sponsorship helps underwrite the many expenses associated with the promotion and production of the Festival.  We hope that you will take advantage of Chinese New Year sponsorship to get plenty exposure for your business or organization.  Corporate sponsors last year included State Farm Insurance, Delta Products, Giant Bicycle, Grand Asia Supermarket, and Instant Imprints.  News & Observer was the media sponsor.   
Vendors and exhibitors enjoy high volume of foot traffic, sales, organization visibility, and support.  There were over 30 sponsors and exhibitors, over 15 craft shops, and over 10 food booths last year.  
2012 Sponsorship Levels

Gold Dragon Sponsor ($3,000 +, in financial sponsorship or services)   
Benefits include 

· Corporate logo on pre-event publicity including the www.nctacas.org website
· Ability to post a corporate banner in the Festival room
· Identified as a Gold Dragon sponsor in the Festival program
· Display table/tent (for exhibit and/or representatives of your company)
· Logo/link to your business on the TACAS Festival webpage 
· 20 Participant admission tickets
Silver Lion Sponsor ($1,000) Benefits include
· Identified as Silver Lion sponsor in the Festival program
· Display table/tent (for exhibit and/or representatives of your company)
· Logo on the TACAS Festival webpage
· 10 Participant admission tickets

Bronze Tiger Sponsor ($500) Benefits include 

· Identified as a Bronze Tiger sponsor in the Festival program
· Display table (for exhibit and/or representatives of your company)
· Logo/link to your business on the TACAS Festival webpage

· 6 Participant admission tickets  

Donations for the Raffles (taking place during the Festival)
· Identified as prize contributor in the Festival program
· Display of prize with your name 
· Popular items in the past included: bicycles, airline tickets, sports games tickets, gift certificates for meals, artwork, collector’s items, etc.
If these sponsorship rates do not suit your needs, please feel free to contact us about alternative plans.
Vendor/Exhibitor Rates

Event Vendor
Food or merchandise sales



$325 for commercial business
Menu must be approved by TACAS by Dec 31 
$225 for IRS tax-exempt group
No drink/beverage sales unless approved
Event Exhibitor 

Display of cultural materials or where 

$275 for profit group
representatives of your group can 


$125 for IRS tax-exempt group

recruit members or customers 
Memento give-aways are permitted
No food/drink, merchandise or service sales
No food/drink, merchandise or service sales give-aways


Exhibit/Booth Information (for sales and non-sale exhibitors)
· Each booth is provided with:
· 8X12 foot space, a 3X8 foot standard table, 2 folding chairs.
· Power supply will be paid for by the vendor at a rate of $25 per standard outlet (20 amp, 120 volt) or $90 for premium outlet (50 amp, 220 volt).  Please note that each outlet will accommodate a single plug.  Each item plugged in will require its own outlet.
· Vendors receive 4 Participant tickets and Exhibitors receive 2 Participant tickets.
· All revenues made by the vendor will be kept by the vendor.  TACAS only collects a booth rental fee from you and other fees associated with outlets or table and chair rental.

· New:  Potential sponsors, vendors, and exhibitors are invited to preview the Expo Center facility at the State Fairgrounds.  Members of the CNYF steering committee and the Fairgrounds staff will meet you at an agreed date and time to show you the space and amenities, and to answer your questions.  Meet at the front entrance of the Expo Center.  The preview date will be announced once it is determined.
· Booth renters are responsible for a table covering and decorations, but tents are reserved for our “Dragon” and “Lion sponsors, or upon TACAS approval, exhibitors who have purchased 3 or more booth spaces.  Organizational logos and colorful displays on and around the table are encouraged to create the festive feeling for CNY; however, decorations and signs may not be placed on the walls without TACAS consent.  Banners with logos are reserved for our sponsors at the “Dragon” level only.
· Booth renters are responsible for cleanup of their booth area after the event. 
· Rental deposit must be received before a spot is reserved.  If a space application has been accepted by TACAS, you will be notified within 2 weeks. If your application is not approved, then the application will be returned to you along with your deposit. 
· After your application has been accepted, no refunds will be made for withdrawal from the event. 
· Failure to adhere to these guidelines may result in dismissal from the event. 
Sponsor/Vendor Engagement Agreement
Yes, I want to be a CNYF Sponsor!

□ Gold Dragon Level, $3,000+

□ Silver Lion Level, $1,000

□ Bronze Tiger Level, $500
I prefer to be a Vendor or Exhibitor (check only one below)

□ Food or Merchandise Sales as a For-Profit organization, $325
□ Food or Merchandise Sales as a non-profit organization, $225 


□ Exhibitor (no sales) as a For-Profit Organization, $275

□ Exhibitor (no sales) as a non-profit organization, $125
I can provide a Raffle item:  _____________________ (drop off by Jan 23)
Business/Organization Name  


If non-profit, provide tax-exempt EIN

________________________________________

_______________
Responsible Person’s Name ______________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________________    

Address _____________________________________________________

Phone    ________________________  Email  _______________________

Please make check payable to “TACAS,” payment due by Dec 31, 2011
Payment Attached:  

Amount    $___________ Check # _______     


Check one:


____ Non-Food Booth
   ____ Food Booth

Power outlet:

____ 120 volt

   ____ 220 volt
If Food Booths, please provide food description or attach proposed menu

Thank you for your support of the 2012 Chinese New Year Festival.

A receipt will be mailed to you immediately after the Festival.

TACAS Representative


Signature

___________________________
___________________________
Keep this copy for your records



     Copy A – for Vendor

Sponsor/Vendor Engagement Agreement

Yes, I want to be a CNYF Sponsor!

□ Gold Dragon Level, $3,000+

□ Silver Lion Level, $1,000

□ Bronze Tiger Level, $500

I prefer to be a Vendor or Exhibitor (check only one below)

□ Food or Merchandise Sales as a For-Profit organization, $325

□ Food or Merchandise Sales as a non-profit organization, $225 


□ Exhibitor (no sales) as a For-Profit Organization, $275

□ Exhibitor (no sales) as a non-profit organization, $125
I can provide a Raffle item:  _____________________ (drop off by Jan 23)
Business/Organization Name  


If non-profit, provide tax-exempt EIN

________________________________________

_______________

Responsible Person’s Name ______________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________________    

Address _____________________________________________________

Phone    ________________________  Email  _______________________

Please make check payable to “TACAS,” payment due by Dec 31, 2010
Payment Attached:  

Amount    $___________ Check # _______     


Check one:


____ Non-Food Booth         ____ Food Booth

Power outlet:

____ 120 volt

   ____ 220 volt
If Food Booths, please provide food description or attach proposed menu

Thank you for your support of the 2012 Chinese New Year Festival.

A receipt will be mailed to you immediately after the Festival.

TACAS Representative 


Signature

___________________________
___________________________

Keep this copy for TACAS records

       Copy B for CNYF committee
Menu must be approved by TACAS by Dec 31.


Email it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@nctacas.org" �treasurer@nctacas.org� for fastest reply.





Completed Engagement Agreements are due by Dec 26.





Menu must be approved by TACAS by Dec. 31.


Email it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@nctacas.org" �treasurer@nctacas.org� for fastest reply.





Completed Engagement Agreements are due by Dec 26.











   Triangle Area Chinese American Society (TACAS)    PO Box  1041, Cary, NC 27512  

              website: www.nctacas.org      Email: treasurer@nctacas.org 

